
The ‘Pod’ and
Country Living
 

How Max and Tara have

made their tree change work

In 2020, Max and Tara Waller made the move from Melbourne to the Central Highlands of Victoria, along with

their baby son – Eddie. They now operate Provincial Group from the country, with the help of their prefabricated

office pod (aka the ‘pod’) and regular trips to Melbourne when their work needs them to be there. So, 18 months

on - how’s it all going? Max and Tara share their different perspectives on moving to the country, working from

home, and offer their advice to anyone considering a tree change of their own. 

Why did you want to make a tree change?
Tara: We wanted to build exactly the house that we want to live in. We wanted to work within a specific budget
whilst achieving something special so we started looking in the country based on price point and regional appeal. 

Max: The opportunity to achieve a regional lifestyle whilst continuing our business with the advancement and
assistance of tech. Also, providing Eddie with his early years in a regional setting became an important addition to
the goal.

What made you choose Hepburn Springs?
Tara: Beautiful countryside, food and culture, community feel, close enough to commute to city and close to Max’s
hometown Maldon.

Max: Distance to Melbourne, great food, wine and its demand and community attitude toward lifestyle.

What do you miss most about living in Melbourne and what do you do to overcome that?
Tara: Buzz, vibe and convenience of everything available within reach all the time. Overcome it by driving there and
spending a few days in Melbourne.

What have been some of your working from home challenges?

 Tara: Juggling time with Eddie, house chores and at times motivation.

Max: Prior to the arrival of the ‘pod’ - a quiet space for Zoom meetings and for Ed to play. Now with the ‘pod’ there’s
not many restrictions other than the power does go off more than in the city (trees falling on power lines etc). Solar
and battery bank are next on the agenda!

How has your business been impacted by working from home?
Max: Nil. Our tech and transportability provide the support we need to not only sustain but grow the business
further.



How has your family been impacted by working from home?
Tara: Lack of separation between work and family/personal time and space.

Max: Having a young son the flexibility around home-based office brings a lot more quality moments through the
day. Having said this, the ‘pod’ maintains the required quiet and privacy when work moments are needed.  

What did working from home look (and sound) like before the ‘pod’?
Tara: We have our dedicated study/office area but it’s open. So, you could hear what’s going on around the house
all the time.

How does the ‘pod’ make your working life easier?
Tara: Before the ‘pod’ if Max or I had an important call or Zoom meeting we organised them around Eddie’s nap time
or walks. Even between us a lot of the time we were juggling our timetables, so we don’t clash (speaking over each
other with different meetings). With the ‘pod’ we do whatever we need to do at any time.

Max: Capacity to focus for a lengthy period of time without the impacts of home life (and or office life)

What are your three favourite things about the ‘pod’?
Tara: Its purpose, functionality (easy/convenience) and look. 

Max: It is 20 meters from our home, very comfy and very quiet.

What's one thing you wish you knew before making a tree change?
Max: That we were going to have a baby in the house (would have given more thought to the design in hindsight)

What advice would you give to someone considering a tree change of their own?
Tara: If you’re happy and open to change of pace, lifestyle, convenience – then go for it. Think long term, it doesn’t
have to be forever but will require your commitment.

Max: It’s a very personal choice and not without lots of adjusting and coordination (take your time deciding and do
your due diligence well). If you have to travel each day to the city to work, then it is going to be a tough gig.

Anything else you'd like to add about the experience?
Tara: Even though we’ve only been here for 1.5 years and haven’t been heavily involved in the community because
of covid, I’ve found people are very friendly and welcoming. Community care and services are also fantastic.

Max: Be clear about how much land you need as it will require management. You cannot have too much heating or
cooling.

Want to learn more about Max and

Tara’s country life and office pod? 

Watch this video.

 

Or visit provincialgroup.com.au to

contact them for a chat.

https://youtu.be/rASIgzwhWtQ
http://www.provincialgroup.com.au/

